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C December 10 at 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Gary L . Miller, ph .d ., President of The University of Akron, Presiding

Prelude musiC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   (All preludes begin 30 minutes before the ceremony.)  
Sonata No. 12 Johann Pezel

 Psalm 19 Benedetto Marcello 
 Sussex Mummers’ Christmas Carol Percy Grainger 

  Alleluia G .F . Handel 
 The University of Akron Brass Choir 
 Christopher Blaha, Conductor

fanfare and ProCessional   .  .  .  .  .  (The audience will remain seated.)
Procession of the Scholars William Harbinson 

The University of Akron Brass Choir

The nATionAl AnThem  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
Led by Sarah Sommers 
 Student, School of Music
performed by The University of Akron Brass Choir

welCome and introduCtion   .  .  .  Gary L . Miller, ph .d .

greetings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

student address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

President, The University of Akron

Member
Board of Trustees

December 10, Morning
Goldielyn Pagaspas

December 10, Afternoon
Chyann Farlin

address to the Candidates   .  .  .  .  Gary L . Miller, ph .d .
President, The University of Akron

In the December 10 morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts and 
Sciences and the College of Business .
In the December 10 afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of candidates for the College of Engineering and 
Polymer Science and the College of Health and Human Sciences .

Commencement ProgramFall 2022 Commencement Program
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the Presentation of 
degree Candidates. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The presentation of candidates for doctoral degrees
  The presentation of candidates for master’s degrees
  The presentation of candidates for baccalaureate degrees
  The presentation of candidates for associate degrees

welCome of the  
alumni assoCiation 
to the Class of 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . .   William Kollman ’08, ’10 

 Assistant Vice President, Alumni Relations 
 Executive Director, The Alumni Association

announCements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gary L . Miller, ph .d .
   President, The University of Akron

The AlmA mATer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See Page 30.)
    Led by Sarah Sommers 
    Student, School of Music
   performed by The University of Akron Brass Choir

reCessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   The Akron Blue and Gold Fred Waring 
Pomp & Circumstances March No. 1 Edward Elgar 
Pomp & Circumstances March No. 4 Edward Elgar

  performed by The University of Akron Brass Choir
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Academic Processional & 
Ceremonial Customs

The ceremonial customs of commencement, rooted in centuries-old tradition, are described below .

Processional
The academic processional is 
an official prelude to the com-
mencement ceremony . University 
marshals lead the procession, 
followed by the assembled degree 
candidates, marching in order 
of degree earned . Following the 
 candidates are the members of 
each represented college's faculty . 
Next come the platform party, 
including Trustees, administra-
tive officers, and recipient(s) 
of honorary degrees . Finally, 
the University Marshal, bear-
ing the University Mace, which 
 represents the authority of both 
the University and the state, is 
immediately followed by the 
president of the University .

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at 
 commencement are of medieval 
 origin . The scholars of Bologna, 
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge and 
Heidelberg dressed in a manner  
to distinguish themselves from 
the merchants and other towns-
people . When the univer sities 
first arose in the 11th  century, 
“learned clerks” robed themselves 
in gowns, caps and hoods, thus 
 signifying the  distinction between 
“town” and “gown .” As additional 
universities came into being, 
professors adopted distinctive 
forms of the gown and hood for 
bachelor’s,  master’s and doctoral 
degrees . 

These customs are ref lected in 
today’s commencement attire .  
In Europe, a professor gener-
ally wears the type of garment 
 customary in the university where 
he or she is lecturing . In the 
United States, professors wear the 
gown and hood of the university 
where they earned their high-
est degree . All commencement 
ceremony  participants at The 
University of Akron are attired in 
the appro priate academic apparel . 
University  marshals are distin-
guished by their blue and gold 
robes and Elizabethan caps .

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar-
board, may have been derived 
from the squarish cap worn by 
the masons of the Middle Ages, 
or  perhaps was suggested by the 
shape of the books which occu-
pied so much of the scholar’s 
time . In the United States, the 
cap is usu ally f lat and square in 
shape . In Europe, one some-
times sees caps of other  varieties . 
Attached to a button atop the 
mortarboard is a tassel .

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply 
have been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold  
in unheated buildings . The cut  
or style appears to derive from 
ecclesiastical attire and most 
often is black . The associates and 
bachelor’s gowns generally have  
a closed front and open sleeves . 
The master’s gown more often has 
long, closed sleeves, from which 
the arms extend through a slit at 
the wrist . The  doctor’s gown is 
faced down the front with  velvet 
panels and has bell-shaped sleeves 
 adorned with three velvet bars .

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn 
over the back of the gown, the 
hood is faced with colors which 
denote the field of study repre-
sented by the wearer’s degree . 
The colors of the lining indicate 
the college or aca demic discipline 
in which the degree is granted .

Colors
The various colleges and 
academic disciplines of 
The University of Akron are 
 represented by the  following hood 
and tassel colors:

Apricot Nursing

Drab  Business

Gold  Doctoral

Light Blue  Education and 
Counseling

Orange  Engineering and 
Polymer Science

Peacock  Disaster Science 
and Emergency 
Services

Pink Music

Purple Law

Silver  Arts and Sciences 
Associate’s

Teal  Health and 
Human Sciences

White  Arts and Sciences 
Bachelor’s

Yellow  Social Work and 
Child and Family 
Development
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The University Seal
A seal is an emblem, symbol or  
word that certifies or authen-
ticates a document . The use 
of official seals dates back to 
the Norman Conquest in 1066 . 
During the next century, seals 
were used throughout England  
to authen ticate documents . 
Persons of rank had unique seals 
befitting their  status . Most seals 
were  circular or oval-shaped with 
heraldic designs embossed on  
their faces .

The use of seals became part  
of academic tradition in the 
 medieval university and continues 
to the present . The University  
of Akron, for example, displays  
its seal on diplomas presented  
to its graduates .

The coat of arms shown on the 
University’s seal includes an open 
book and quill, representative of 
the University’s original liberal 
arts curriculum . A lamp of learn-
ing shown against a city skyline 
depicts the University’s metropol-
itan setting . Three diagonal bars 
represent the private, municipal 
and state stages of the University’s 
history . The phoenix, a mythi-
cal bird that is consumed by fire 
and rises from its ashes to achieve 
greater glory, is a tribute to the 
University’s rebirth following the 
devastating fire of 1899 . The seal 
also displays the original Buchtel 
College motto, Fiat Lux (let there 
be light) .

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was 
presented to The University of 
Akron by the Alumni Association 
on Founders Day 1970, in recog-
nition of the University’s found-
ing 100 years earlier as Buchtel 
College .

Since ancient times, maces have 
been symbols of authority for  
many academic and govern mental 
bodies . The University of Akron’s 
Ceremonial Mace is carried by 
the University marshal at all 
 formal academic occasions .

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the 
aforementioned rising phoenix, 
an apt symbol for the University, 
which was rebuilt, through the 
generous support of alumni and 
the community, from the ashes of 
Buchtel College after it burned 
down in 1899 . 

Ceremonial 
Mace

University Seal
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University Board of Trustees

Trustees
Joseph M . Gingo, j .d . ’71
 Chair

Lewis W . Adkins, Jr ., j .d . ’92
 Vice Chair

Trina M . Carter, j .d . ’92, ’98
Christine Amer Mayer, j .d .
Thomas F . Needles
Michael J . Saxon, ’83
William A . Scala, ’75
Thomas A . Waltermire, ’01*
Bryan C . Williams

Student Trustees
Brooke M . Campbell
Luke D . Smith

Advisory Trustees
Anthony J . Alexander, j .d .  

’72, ’75, ’09*
Christine Fowler Mack, ’89, ’95

*Honorary Degree

Officers of the Board
M . Celeste Cook, j .d . ’84, ’87
 Secretary of the Board 
  Vice President and General Counsel

John J . Reilly, j .d .
 Assistant Secretary of the Board  
   Associate Vice President and  

Deputy General Counsel

University Officers & Deans

Officers
Gary L . Miller, ph .d . 
 President

John Wiencek, ph .d .
  Executive Vice President 

 and Provost

Dallas A . Grundy
 Senior Vice President and CFO

Suzanne Bausch
  Vice President for Research and  

 Business Engagement and  
 Dean of the Graduate School

Kimberly M . Cole ’93,  ’95
 Vice President Advancement  
   and Executive Director, The 

University of Akron Foundation

M . Celeste Cook, j .d . ’84, ’87
 Vice President and General Counsel

Tammy Ewin
  Vice President, Chief Communication 

 and Marketing Officer

Sarah Kelly
  Vice President, Chief Human 

 Resource Officer

Paul Levy, ph .d .
  Vice President and Chief of Staff

John A . Messina, ed .d . ’11
 Vice President for Student Affairs

Sheldon B . Wrice, ed .d . ’95, ’13
  Vice President for Inclusion and 

 Equity and Chief Diversity Officer

Deans
Mitchell S . McKinney, ph .d .
  Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences

Craig C . Menzemer, ph .d .
  College of Engineering  

 and Polymer Science

Robert J . “R .J .” Nemer, j .d . ’90, ’95
  College of Business

Timothy M . McCarragher, ph .d .
 College of Health and Human Sciences 
  (Acting)

Emily Janoski-Haehlen, j .d . 
  School of Law

Aimée L . deChambeau, ph .d .
 University Libraries

Fedearia Nicholson-Sweval, ph .d . 
’95, ’97, ’18

  The Drs. Gary B. and  
  Pamela S. Williams Honors College 
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University Marshals

December 10, 
Afternoon
Marshal
Melody A . Betts, d .n .p .
 Associate Professor of Instruction; 
 Associate Director, Nurse Anesthesia 
  Program

Associate Marshal
Steven Jacobson
 Office of the University Registrar

December 10, 
Morning
Marshal
Debmalya Mukherjee, ph .d .
  Professor of Management 

 Department of Management

Associate Marshal
Steven Jacobson
 Office of the University Registrar

University Interpreter

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by Gregory Lawson and Bethany Svoboda .
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University Faculty Representatives

December 10, 
Morning
Eric R . Brisker, ph .d .
Joseph Fox, ph .d .
Alexa K . Fox, ph .d .
Nicholas Glenn, ph .d .
Eugenia T . Gorogianni, ph .d .
Lauren M . Houser, mba
Laurie E . Lashbrook, d .m .a .
Jessica M . Otto, ph .d .
John M . Senko, ph .d .
Michael C . Stuart, mba
J . Patrick Wilber, ph .d .
Matthew A . Wysyzynski, ph .d .

December 10, 
Afternoon
Mary S . Burton, m .s .n .
Stephanie A . Davis-Dieringer, m .s .
Ali Dhinojawala, ph .d .
Tammie L . Ferguson, m .s .n .
Lu-Kwan Ju, ph .d .
Anil Patnaik, ph .d .
Angela E . Reif, ph .d .
Yilmaz Sozer, ph .d .
Janice E . Steinmetz, m .s .w .
David H . Tefteller, ph .d .
Stacy L . Willett, ed .d .
Ping Yi, ph .d .
Michele I . Zelko, d .n .p .
Jie Zheng, ph .d .
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Graduation With Honors

Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
 undergraduate courses taken .  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4 .00 .
To qualify for these honors 
 distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum  
of 60 credits at The University 
of Akron; or an associate degree 
or baccalaureate degree,  having 
completed a minimum of 30 cred-
its at The University of Akron .
The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows .

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation
60 or more credits earned
Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3 .80 to 4 .00
Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3 .60 to 3 .79
Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3 .40 to 3 .59

Associate or  
Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation
30 or more credits earned
With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3 .80 to 4 .00
With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3 .60 to 3 .79
With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3 .40 to 3 .59

Williams Honors Scholars
Williams Honors Scholars 
have completed the graduation 
requirements of their baccalaure-
ate majors and of the Williams 
Honors College with cumulative 
quality point ratios of at least 3 .40 . 
The Williams Honors College 
encourages and assists exception-
ally talented students to achieve 
high distinction in academic work 
from freshman through senior 
levels and  fosters respect and 
appreciation for superior intel-
lectual  achievement . Williams 
Honors Scholars have completed 
honors courses, an honors collo-
quium sequence and individually 
designed senior  honors projects .
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The University of Akron 
Honorary Degree Recipient

Alfred V . Ciraldo, M .D . will receive the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree

alfred v . Ciraldo, m.d.

An alumnus of The University of Akron, Alfred V . Ciraldo earned his undergraduate degree 
in biology in 1976 . He went on to graduate from The Ohio State University College of Medicine 
in 1979, complete his internship and residency in general surgery at Akron City Hospital (now 
Summa Health System), become a board-certified general surgeon in 1984, and establish his long-
standing practice, which is based at Summa Health Medical Group Summit Surgical Associates .

In 2013, Ciraldo was appointed to the Board of Trustees of The University of Akron  
by Governor John Kasich for a nine-year term that ended July 1, 2022 . During his tenure, Ciraldo 
served the Board and the University well as vice chair of the Board; chair of the Audit & Compliance 
Committee, the Rules Committee, the Nominating Committee and the Personnel & Compensation 
Committee . He also served as a member on numerous standing and special  committees, including 
those which selected President Miller and helped to navigate the University through the COVID-19 
pandemic . Throughout his term, he has applied thoughtful diligence to  consideration of matters 
before the Board, especially with regard to the impact on students and their families . 

Ciraldo has committed his time and talent as an esteemed physician to worthy causes 
dedicated to improving the lives of others, including providing surgical care via annual overseas 
mission trips, and sponsoring as well as participating in local Susan G . Komen Annual Race for 
the Cure fund-raising events for breast cancer research .

He resides in Akron and enjoys traveling and visiting his adult children and  grandchildren .
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees

December 10, 2022 
Morning
Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Mitchell S. McKinney

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Angela M. Alicea-Serrano
Integrated Bioscience
M .S ., The University of Akron;  
B .S ., University of Puerto Rico, 
Rio Piedras
Dissertation: “Robust Performance 
of Spider Viscid Silk during Prey 
Capture”
Adviser: Dr . Todd A . Blackledge

Jason A. Bella
Chemistry
M .S ., The University of Akron;  
B .S ., California University of 
Pennsylvania
Dissertation: “Synthesis 
and Characterization of 
Substituted Metallobistridentate 
2,6-di(quinoline-8-yl)pyridines”
Adviser: Dr . David Modarelli

Katherine M. Bullock
Sociology
M .S ., North Dakota State University; 
B .A ., Minnesota State University-
Moorhead
Dissertation: “Gaming to 
Entertaining: An Exploration of 
Gender and Race Inequalities in 
Online Video Game Streaming”
Adviser: Dr . Kathryn Feltey

Kathleen J. Clingerman Dann
Secondary Education
M .Ed ., Cleveland State University; 
B .S ., Youngstown State University
Dissertation: “Special Education 
Teachers’ Experiences with 
High Stakes Teacher Evaluation 
Systems”
Adviser: Dr . Lisa Lenhart

Rebecca S. Eagle
Integrated Bioscience
B .S ., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Connecting People 
with Nature: An Interdisciplinary 
Approach in Environmental 
Education”
Advisers: Dr . Randall Mitchell 
and Dr . Gary Holliday

Thibaut Houette
Integrated Bioscience
M .Arch ., B .Arch ., ENSA,  
Paris, Val-de-Seine
Dissertation: “The Integration 
of Biological Growth into 
Architecture through 
Biotechnology and Biomimicry”
Adviser: Dr . Hunter King

Megan Therese Kimbrell
Counseling Psychology
M .A ., John Carroll University; 
B .A ., Case Western Reserve University
Dissertation: “Parental Burnout 
in Mothers: Exploring the Roles 
of Social Support, Income, Sense 
of Coherence, and Dispositional 
Mindfulness”
Adviser: Dr . Ingrid Weigold

Alicja Anna Marlowe
Integrated Bioscience
M .S ., University of Life Sciences 
in Lublin
Dissertation: “Expression of 
Selected Cadherins in Adult 
Zebrafish Visual System and 
Regenerating Retina, and 
Microarray Analysis of Gene 
Expression in Protocadherin-17 
Morphants”
Adviser: Dr . Qin Liu

Darcy N. McBride
Secondary Education
M .Ed ., Ashland University;  
B .S .Ed ., Ohio University
Dissertation: “Flourishing in 
Adolescent/Young Adult English 
Language Arts Teachers in Ohio”
Adviser: Dr . Susan Kushner 
Benson

Julie Ann Miller
Secondary Education
M .Ed ., B .A ., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “College Faculty and 
the Experience of Job Satisfaction: 
A Phenomenological Approach”
Adviser: Dr . Renee Mudrey

Syed Rafiquddin
Chemistry
M .S ., The University of Akron;  
B .S ., University of Dhaka 
Dissertation: “Electroanalysis of 
As(III) and Hg(II) Ions with Hot 
Microelectrodes ”
Adviser: Dr . Aliaksei Boika

Sabina Pakdehi Samipour-Biel
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
M .A ., The University of Akron; 
B .S ., George Mason University
Dissertation: “A Process Model 
of Transactive Memory System 
Shared Knowledge Structure 
Emergence: A Computational 
Model in R”
Adviser: Dr . Joelle Elicker

Leann Schaeffer
Secondary Education
M .A ., Kent State University; 
B .S ., Miami University
Dissertation: “The Skills Essential 
for Dietetic Students to Meet 
Current Competency 1 .12 in 
Demonstrating Knowledge of 
and Being Able to Manage Food 
Preparation Techniques”
Adviser: Dr . Lynne Pachnowski

Gabor D. Smith PhD
Secondary Education
M .A ., B .A ., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “The Education 
of The Lion: A Qualitative 
Visual Research Exploration of 
Mentorship in Higher Education”
Adviser: Dr . Gary Holliday

Colleen K. Unsworth
Integrated Bioscience
B .A ., Grand Valley State University
Dissertation: “Innovating All-
Terrain Mobility Solutions for 
Access Equity through Bio-
Inspired Inclusive Design and 
Entrepreneurship”
Adviser: Dr . Henry Astley

Xiyang Zhang
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
M .A ., The University of Akron;  
B .S ., Beijing Normal University
Dissertation: “How Feedback 
Seeking Relates to Proximal 
Outcomes: A Closer Look at the 
Event Level”
Adviser: Dr . Paul Levy

eleven
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twelve

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Mitchell S. McKinney

master of  
aPPlied PolitiCs
Kayla B . Fisher
Brandon A . Plaza

master of arts
Hakam K . Almhairat

English
Kelly A . Burke

Counseling Psychology
Bethany J . Decker

English
Avi Buddy Desai

Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Lauren E . Folk

English
Janessa Garcia

Counseling Psychology
Kaylyn M . Hampshire

Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Michael S . Kenney

English
Amber Rení Lewis

Counseling Psychology
Jeremy P . Lewis

Theatre Arts – Arts Administration
Alex J . Lim-Scebbi

Communication
Amy M . Mellinger

Theatre Arts – Arts Administration
Daniel J . Messinger

Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Christine M . Morris

English
Johnathan Quinones

Strategic Communication Online
Jacob W . Rife

English
Samantha E . Ross

English
Felica Lynn Ross

English
Lauren C . Sprowls

Theatre Arts – Arts Administration
Joren A . Tengesdal

Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Gustavo A . Ugueto-Rey

Industrial/Organizational Psychology

master of arts  
in eduCation
Sumedha Gajbhiye

Curriculum & Instruction
Leonard S . Loftis

Educational Administration  
& Leadership

Cecily D . Nobles
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Joshua A . Nowak
Curriculum & Instruction

Lesli A . Waller
Educational Administration  
& Leadership

master of arts  
in PolitiCal sCienCe
Delaney K . Lerch

Security Studies
Martina Pagani

Security Studies
Liberty A . York

Security Studies

master of fine arts  
in Creative writing
Margaret Ellen Perduyn

master of musiC
Evan M . Campus

Music Education – Instrumental
Sarah E . Miracle

Music – Woodwinds Performance
Caleb C . Sparks

Music Education

master of sCienCe
Trevor R . Dwyer

Geology
Jessica E . Hill

Biology
Vandana L . Keniya

Chemistry
Peter K . Kosgei

Chemistry
Vincent J . Labosky

Applied Mathematics
Yonghao Li

Chemistry
Kiersten L . McMahon

Biology
Jo Ozaki

Statistics
Jacob M . Tallon

Geology
Grace Vilem

Biology

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 
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College of Business
Founded 1953

Dean Robert J. Nemer

master of Business 
administration
Michelle D . Bisson

Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend
Stacy E . Boyd

Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend
Robert G . Bryan

Business Interdisciplinary
Aliyah T . Bullock

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Kailey Corrick

Business Interdisciplinary
Catherine Cunningham

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Tarak P . Desai

Business Interdisciplinary
Kevin J . Dever

Business Interdisciplinary
Tracy C . Devlin

Business Interdisciplinary
Desiree N . Easterwood

Business Interdisciplinary
Jhena Lynn Fajt

Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend
Elizabeth Anne Fladung

Business Interdisciplinary
Grayson T . Garver Geller

Management
Samuel UE George

Business Interdisciplinary
Jonah C . Green

Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend
Ya Hanshaw

Business Interdisciplinary
Holly Ann Hogston

Business Interdisciplinary
Michelle E . Jenson

Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend
Andrew J . Jones

Business Interdisciplinary
Claudia Kaeberlein

Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend
Shannon E . McKnight

Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend

Katelyn Miller
Business Interdisciplinary

Tiffany Moffat
Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend

Patrick J . Nie
Business Interdisciplinary

Luke M . Operhall
Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend

Nikolay Otroda
Business Interdisciplinary

Alexandria M . Petrof
Business Interdisciplinary Online

Trayjen J . Rarden
Business Interdisciplinary

Joseph D . Ritz
Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend

Terrie L . Sampson
Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend

Fernando A . Segovia
Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend

Kairav T . Shah
Business Interdisciplinary Online

Erik F . Simone
Business Interdisciplinary

Cory Smigel
Business Interdisciplinary

Kyle A . Sobecki
Business Interdisciplinary

Ursula Melinda Stacks
Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend

Ali M . Stem
Business Interdisciplinary – Weekend

Jeffrey P . Storz
Business Interdisciplinary

Daniel B . Strachan
Business Interdisciplinary

Thu Huong Tran
Business Interdisciplinary

master of sCienCe  
in aCCountanCy
Vivian G . Campbell
Alan D . Kung
Matthew J . Lower

master of sCienCe  
in management
Michael F . Dirne

Business Analytics –  
Information Systems

Gayathri Dondeti
Business Analytics –  
Information Systems

Esther F . Kilaja
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

Waseem Mohammed
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

Sai Pratyusha Pagadala
Business Analytics –  
Information Systems

Venkata Rama Sai Nithin 
Penjerla
Business Analytics –  
Information Systems

Karunyya Sai Venigalla
Business Analytics –  
Information Systems

master of taxation
Laura L . Franco
Andrew Klapac
Foram Modi
Robert J . ONeil
Adam M . Perebzak

thirteen
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fourteen

*   Separate Baccalaureate Degrees  
in Two Disciplines

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Mitchell S. McKinney

BaChelor of arts
Femi S . Ademuyiwa
Hanna Adom
Logan M . Anderson
Marcus S . Anderson
Aaron C . Archer
Nimra Asif

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Ian J . Badger
Magna Cum Laude

Kalia G . Benner
Cum Laude

Mccallister G . Beranek
Cum Laude

Justin Boca
Dominic E . Boland
Samantha H . Bovee
Yazmen K . Brandon*
Chynna Brown
Erin E . Brown
Darius D . Burley
Laura L . Caldwell

Cum Laude
Madelyn Carver
Christian R . Cline
Geordyn L . Conne

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Patrick T . Cook
Ekaterina R . Costa
Collin Croasmun

Summa Cum Laude
Elizabeth C . Davis
Ryan L . Everett
Hannah R . Fada
Dane A . Fellenstein
Julianne T . First

Summa Cum Laude
Sophia B . Fisher

Summa Cum Laude
Kelly J . Galambos
Dante R . Grassi
Christopher J . Griffin

David L . Hanno
Kassidy G . Harkness
Dana E . Harris

Cum Laude
Abigail R . Hayden

Cum Laude
Madison O . Hines
Nathaniel J . Hochstetler

Magna Cum Laude
Rex C . Hodges

Summa Cum Laude
Mackenzie Holliday

Summa Cum Laude
Tyler P . Hollon
Judy K . Horn
Brandon D . Hostetler

Summa Cum Laude
Kendra J . Ivery

With High Distinction
Savannah M . Johns

Cum Laude
Cristin C . Johnson
Zion Johnston
Alaina E . Kempf
William A . Lagasse
Zachary R . Lane

Summa Cum Laude
Catherine S . Lee

Summa Cum Laude
Maxwell D . Lombardi
Alyssa E . Lorence
Joshua C . Ludwig
Mary Mabry
Emily R . Magazine
Hailey McCort
Bailee M . McCullough

Magna Cum Laude
John M . McDermott
Peter D . McPike

Cum Laude
Chase L . Mize
Morgan A . Mizer

Magna Cum Laude
Noah J . Murphy
Claudia H . Namenyi

Magna Cum Laude
Claudia J . Napier
Anauka A . Nelson
Macey L . Parker

Summa Cum Laude
Dana K . Penman

Clare P . Phillips
Erica M . Phillips
Megan R . Porter

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Amy E . Quitter
Summa Cum Laude

Armesh M . Qureshi
With High Distinction

Hannah M . Ray
Summa Cum Laude

Jacob R . Rich
Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Julia Rieser
Rachael L . Ross

Cum Laude
Monica Rowles
Rachael A . Ruhlman
Sarah R . Saadani
Adam F . Salzwimmer
Savon L . Sample
Megan K . Sheets
Sarah Y . Shively

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Patrick O . Skelton
Chelsie Small

Cum Laude
Madelynne Smith
Amiya N . Smoot
Antonio Spencer
Abigail J . Stopka
Sydney Stroll

Summa Cum Laude
Jacob A . Stump

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Heather L . Suppan
Hunter A . Terry
Riley Thomas
Anna Tomko

With Highest Distinction
Isaiah Sir Dominick Truss
Lydia N . Tucke

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Staci J . Varadi
Desiree Williams
Jenna M . Wright
Leah N . Zook

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
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BaChelor of sCienCe
Marc Abrigg
Meshari Mohammed N . Al 

Suwayan
Brian D . Aliventi

Magna Cum Laude
Shelby N . Allen
Hana Arabi
Adriana J . Ashford

Summa Cum Laude
Sydney Asterino-Starcher-Best

Summa Cum Laude
Samantha Beemer
Sarah V . Blice
Hilda Boateng
Oceiana M . Bond
Hallee D . Bradac

Cum Laude
Emma M . Brookshire

Cum Laude
Lakotah M . Cagle

Summa Cum Laude
Brianna M . Chaffin

Magna Cum Laude
Jaidyn L . Conyer
Kayla G . Copiskey

Summa Cum Laude
Charles M . Costin
Melissa A . Criss

With Distinction
Emily A . Czubaj

Cum Laude
Daryl Daniels II
Laura B . Dietrich

Cum Laude
Alex Marie Dills
Angelena K . Dorbish

Cum Laude
Olivia G . Fugate

Summa Cum Laude
Jessica Galati

Summa Cum Laude
Daniel C . Garvin
Bersha Ghimirey
Anthony J . Gorczyca
Terry Heard Jr .
Hannah F . Hein

Summa Cum Laude
Daniel J . Hier
Geoffrey Hilliard

Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Alexandra N . Houglan
Clayton J . Hubler
Rex A . Jackson
Amy Jagger
Ashley E . Johnson

Cum Laude

Sarah E . Johnson
Magna Cum Laude

Delaney M . Jones
Magna Cum Laude

Colleen M . Kelly
Magna Cum Laude

Courtney J . Kemp
Magna Cum Laude

Ian J . Kenneally
Nicholas H . Klatt
Angela Klebs

Summa Cum Laude
Ashley L . Knicely

Magna Cum Laude
Olivia L . Koval

Magna Cum Laude
Emma Lassiter
Jessica V . Leyva
Lee Magistri

With High Distinction
Nathan Z . Martin

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Jordan I . Maul
Danny B . McCool III
Michael D . Mileski

Cum Laude
Tyler E . Moneypenny
David Morisak
Joseph M . Morris
Andrew M . Nash
Joshua Z . Nellis

Magna Cum Laude
Erica M . Ness
Tracie M . Newsome
Quang Ngo

Cum Laude
Lucas W . O’Brien

Summa Cum Laude
Sneh N . Patel
Dina N . Phuyel
Joseph Popov

Cum Laude
Sydney M . Robinson

Magna Cum Laude
Sarah R . Saadani
Ashleigh N . Sakiewicz
Justin E . Sampson
Lena L . Sawalha

Magna Cum Laude
Meghan E . Schmitt

Summa Cum Laude
Susami Seth

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Joseph D . Slaton
Cum Laude

Ross W . Smith Jr .
Rachel Stalls
John Stalnaker

With Highest Distinction
Emily K . Starkey

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Ryan J . Stimson
Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

BaChelor of arts 
in Business and 
organizational 
CommuniCation
Kelley Smith

BaChelor of arts  
in eduCation
Catherine R . Farnsworth
Joseph Gilroy
Rachel M . Pace
Sarah Ritchey

Magna Cum Laude
Hunter E . Sally
Holden C . Shumate

Cum Laude
Andrew J . Trewin

Summa Cum Laude
Kathryn E . Walker

Cum Laude
Jacob A . Williams
Cody Yankello

BaChelor of arts in 
fashion merChandising
Cassandra A . Garcia

BaChelor of arts  
in multidisCiPlinary 
studies
Megan M . Kovarik
Cedric D . Talbert

BaChelor of fine arts
Savannah A . Frantisak
Symon M . Graham
Gregory V . Guarneri
Macey B . Kowalski
Miranda R . Purdy
Micehl E . Rininger
Katarina D . Zuder

BaChelor of musiC
Lauren Eckersley

Summa Cum Laude
Scott P . Formhals

Magna Cum Laude
John G . Formica
Brandon M . Kuhn
Elizabeth M . Maiwurm

Magna Cum Laude
Sophia J . Marshall

Summa Cum Laude
Kathy L . Murphy

Magna Cum Laude
Elizabeth R . Obermeier
Jonas D . Piskach
Joshua A . Sipe

Magna Cum Laude
Sarah Sommers

Summa Cum Laude

fifteen
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sixteen

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont .)

Kyle Stockwell
Jason L . Storey
Jacob D . Stys
Mahroosha Tareen
Nebeyu M . Tedla

Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Shiann M . Trego
Christina M . Tucker
Autumn N . Ulry
Kristina Vidziunas
Devorah M . Young
Rachel Zyzanski

With High Distinction

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Hayleigh L . Arison

Summa Cum Laude
Victoria A . Barco

Magna Cum Laude
Mackenzie P . Barker
Brooke Boyer
Toniann L . Buddenberg

Cum Laude
Khristine Burgess

Cum Laude
James D . Cuckler Jr . .
Danielle E . Culver

Cum Laude
Shannon Dawson

With Highest Distinction
Sydney E . Dyke
Chelsea L . Eichelberger

Magna Cum Laude
Gillian G . Fannin

Summa Cum Laude
Mariah J . Fleming
Austin J . Gambaccini
Deanna Green

With Distinction
Ann M . Hammon

Summa Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in organizational 
suPervision
Nicholas C . Ashley
Kassie D . Boland
Evan K . Castner
Letitia D . Collins
Jacklyn Ann Dean
Christina Dowdell
Keshawn Gadison

Magna Cum Laude
Gabrielle Glancy

Summa Cum Laude
Woobendy Guerrier
Phal’len L . Hamilton
Aishah Hunter

With High Distinction
Jason Izworski

Summa Cum Laude
Kaitlyn Bayley King Humphrey

With Distinction
Perry A . Kitchen

Summa Cum Laude
Arthur J . Miles
Bria Neal
Dustin L . Patterson Jr . .
Phillip G . Petrik

With Highest Distinction
Amber Shavers
Michael B . Smith

Magna Cum Laude
Hazem Sobhy
Onika R . Stallworth
Victoria Faith Thammachack
Wayne T . Wilkins
Anthony Williams Jr . .

With Distinction

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in PolitiCal sCienCe/
Criminal JustiCe
Abey Blue A . Duke

Madeleine K . Heimlich
Summa Cum Laude

Kayley A . Huskonen
Magna Cum Laude

Elizabeth A . Izworski
Cum Laude

Julia M . Jones
Magna Cum Laude

Hanna A . Kurilko
Magna Cum Laude

Erin E . Lacey
Sarina N . Layton

Cum Laude
Rena C . Loverink

Summa Cum Laude
Clint J . Maibach

Cum Laude
Morgan Marquess

Magna Cum Laude
Chloe Grace Messner

Cum Laude
Marissa Myers

Summa Cum Laude
Gloria J . Pearsall
Julia M . Polaski

Magna Cum Laude
Sally K . Schafer

Summa Cum Laude
Shayna M . Schwartz

Cum Laude
Amanda L . Smith
Alexis B . Sneed

Cum Laude
Derek W . Thomas

Magna Cum Laude
Nathan Tompkins

Magna Cum Laude
Sierra M . Walker

Cum Laude
Sarah A . Zenner Sr .

Cum Laude
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College of Business
Founded 1953

Dean Robert J. Nemer

BaChelor of Business 
administration
Jennifer M . Adams
Michael E . Barta
Dominic E . Boni
Jared N . Borodkin

Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas J . Buchfellner
Veighjanae Burks
Brittany Calvin
Xavier M . Castaneda
Armando V . Consolacion
Karlton L . Daniels Jr .
Kennedy M . DeLong

Summa Cum Laude
John DiPronio
Bailey E . Draper
Zachary A . Evans
David L . Fahey
Marina E . Fascione
Andrew C . Flowers
Cierra Foster
Riley Furey
Chandra L . Gajmer
Darius Glocar

Magna Cum Laude
Taylor Golston
Vivianna L . Gonzalez

Cum Laude
Andrew Gore
Peter C . Grandon
Austin Haddon
Elizabeth S . Hahn

Cum Laude
Maxwell L . Hanreck
Bryce A . Hasman

Summa Cum Laude
Brett D . High

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Sarah Hoffman
Christopher J . Hoffman
Ryan M . Horton
Jared M . Hou

Summa Cum Laude
Alyssa Jenae Hutchison
Alexander Ickes
Renato Kauzlaric

Cum Laude
Matthew W . Kenney
James J . Keslar

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in aCCounting
Nicholas A . Adolph
Lucas Chaudrue
Patrick J . Clark
Gabrielle P . Daetwyler

Cum Laude
Charles L . Davis III

Cum Laude
Bryce A . Hasman

Summa Cum Laude
George E . Hearst III
Adam J . Helmling
Hannah Hoehn
Caleb Kelly
Isaac King

Magna Cum Laude
Tyler J . Kuna
Madison N . Lacourse
Jared R . Lloyd

Cum Laude
Angela L . Provens
Isabella H . Steiger

Summa Cum Laude
Caitlin M . Stemple
Autumn M . Torday

Cum Laude
Cassidy M . Vaughn

Caylin K . Knous
Magna Cum Laude

Lauren T . Latka
Summa Cum Laude

Matthew Lester
Magna Cum Laude

Haley R . Liechty
Cum Laude

Chris J . Macphee
Emani Malone
Shyan Manteghi
Peyton A . Mazander

Cum Laude
Matthew M . Merle
Emma C . Miller

Magna Cum Laude
Michael A . Miller
Nathan Mizell
Logan B . Mueller
Adam A . Najem

Summa Cum Laude
Benjamin A . Neill
Vincent T . Nguyen
Olivia K . Otani
Alec W . Oxley
Goldielyn Pagaspas

Summa Cum Laude
Luka Pajic

Cum Laude
Jarred J . Pasterchek
Austin C . Patterson
Justin S . Popovich
Casey P . Potter

Summa Cum Laude
Adam L . Poulos
Jordan Radcliff
Olivia R . Reichenbach

Cum Laude
Kaylee A . Riggins
Ghadi P . Sabbagh
Matthew D . Shaffer
Kaitlyn Shoemaker

Cum Laude
Ama L . Shows
Brian Smith
Spencer Steele
John E . Wade
Jared L . Weingart
William G . Weiser
Gregory J . White
Zoe E . Williams

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Jerrod D . Willoughby
Cum Laude

seventeen
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eighteen

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Mitchell S. McKinney

assoCiate of aPPlied 
sCienCe in Criminal 
JustiCe studies
Abey Blue A . Duke

assoCiate of arts
Nicholas C . Ashley
Brianna Cherise Baxter
Cordelia M . Cerett

With Distinction
Shamna P . Chuwan
Caitlin Renee Contino
Joey Coudriet

With Distinction
Swa B . Da
Mark D . Dingle
Miranda Erin Doss

With High Distinction
Gillian G . Fannin

With Highest Distinction
Allison S . Gortner
Joanna L . James
Jeanetta F . Knox
Madison S . Lance
Emma N . Lehman

With Distinction
John A . Matteo

With Distinction
Sa’Kiyha Matthews
Bailee M . McCullough

With High Distinction
Lawrence Meredith II
Brendan M . Mountel
Jessica L . Piekarz
Nicholas J . Rabatin
Taylor Rose
Bethanie R . Schaefer
Amber Shavers
Michael B . Smith

With High Distinction
Noah Smith
Liam C . Swift-Stewart
Sierra M . Walker

With Distinction
Michael I . Walton Sr .
Ruth A . Webb
Rocco V . Wellington Sr .
Megan Woods

With High Distinction
Jenna M . Wright
Trishchin J . Yates
Andrew J . Youngdahl
Katarina D . Zuder

assoCiate of sCienCe
Dominic E . Boni
Alanna Carter
Cademon Cook
Imani U . Crevins
Faith Decker
Aicha Diao
Mark Dittman Jr .

With Highest Distinction
Ryan L . Everett
Emily Gross
Edward P . Harhager
Deven J . Horvath
Douglas A . Indermuhle
Austin T . Johnson

With High Distinction
Julia C . Lunsford
Jacob R . Nutting
Jarred J . Pasterchek
Kayleen Sexton
Matthew R . Sluder
Melinda L . Stanek
Hannah E . Thompson
Jalen White

assoCiate of  
teChniCal studies
Sarah M . Allen

With High Distinction
Alex Bittenbender

With Distinction
Natalie R . Cain
Mason Carmany
Riley J . Helline
Stacie K . Hurd
Arionna Levix

With Distinction
Kailey D . Macro

With Distinction
Ella G . Meeks
Isabella Rodriguez

With Distinction
Kaylee Shahan
Andralyn K . Shaw
Josie Todd

With Distinction
Jeramie M . Weakland Jr .

With Distinction
Meara Young

With High Distinction

Candidates for Associate Degrees
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December 10, 2022 
Afternoon
College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914 

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Abdullah Faiz Al Asmari
Engineering – Civil
M .S ., University of Dayton;  
B .S ., Umm Al-Qura University, 
Saudi Arabia
Dissertation: “Adaptive 
Signal Control using Finite-
State Machine to Maximize 
Throughput on a Corridor 
Network”
Adviser: Dr . Ping Yi

AbdulAziz A. AlGhamdi
Engineering – Chemical
M .S ., University of Dayton;  
B .S ., King Abdulaziz University
Dissertation: “Periodic 
Coalescence Filtration 
Performance of Thin Glass 
Filter Media”
Adviser: Dr . George G . Chase

Ali H. Alinkis
Engineering – Civil
M .S ., The University of Akron;  
B .S ., University of Hartford
Dissertation: “Centralized Inter-
change Control for Connected and 
Automated Vehicle Platoons”
Adviser: Dr . Ping Yi

Tariq A. Alqubaysi
Engineering – Civil
M .A ., Tennessee State University;  
B .S ., Northern Border University
Dissertation: “Analyzing the 
Longitudinal Control and Inter-
Vehicle Distance in Autonomous 
Vehicle Platoon Subject to 
Disturbance”
Adviser: Dr . Ping Yi

Arnob Banik
Engineering – Mechanical
B .S ., Bangladesh University of 
Engineering & Technology
Dissertation: “Bioinspired 
Material Design and Performance 
Characterization for Extreme 
Environment”
Adviser: Dr . Kwek Tze Tan

Okan Boler
Engineering – Electrical
M .A ., MBA, Cambridge College;  
B .S ., Middle East Technical University, 
Turkey
Dissertation: “Direct Voltage 
Control Architectures For Motor 
Drives”
Adviser: Dr . Yilmaz Sozer

Anik Chowdhury
Engineering – Electrical
B .S ., Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology
Dissertation: “Control 
Development and Design 
Optimization of Dual Three 
Phase Permanent Magnet 
Synchronous Machines”
Adviser: Dr . Yilmaz Sozer

Puskar K. Dahal
Engineering – Civil
M .S ., South Dakota State University; 
B .S ., Tribhuvan University, Pulchowk 
Campus, Nepal
Dissertation: “Development 
of Methods to Validate the 
Effectiveness of Self-Healing 
Concrete and Microbial Nutrients”
Adviser: Dr . Anil Patnaik

Joseph W. El Rassi
Engineering – Mechanical
B .S ., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Advancement of 
Electrical Resistance towards 
Monitoring Crack Growth in 
Different Damage Mechanisms 
for Non-Oxide High Temperature 
Composite”
Adviser: Dr . Gregory N . Morscher

Md Ehsanul Haque
Engineering – Electrical
B .S ., Bangladesh University of 
Engineering & Technology
Dissertation: “Energy Cycle 
Optimization for Power Electronic 
Inverters and Motor Drives”
Adviser: Dr . Yilmaz Sozer

K. Zin Htut
Polymer Science
M .E ., B .E ., Inha University, 
South Korea
Dissertation: “Learning from 
Nature: Decrypting the Character 
of Silk and Melanin”
Adviser: Dr . Ali Dhinojwala

FNU Huhe
Polymer Science
M .A ., The University of Akron; 
B .S ., Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Operando FTIR 
Spectroscopic Study on Amine 
Based Co2 Capture and Charge 
Transfer of Photocatalytic Process”
Adviser: Dr . Steven S .C . Chuang

Sainath A. Jadhav
Polymer Engineering
B .Tech ., Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Mumbai
Dissertation: “Development of an 
Epoxy Mixed-Matrix Composite 
System using an Ionic Liquid-
Based Coordination Polymer”
Adviser: Dr . Ruel McKenzie 

Jaelynne Alaya-Louise King
Polymer Science
B .S ., New Jersey Institute of 
Technology 
Dissertation: “Probing the 
Dynamics of Conduction 
Band Electrons and Adsorbed-
CO2 Species through Infrared 
Spectroscopy”
Adviser: Dr . Steven S .C . Chuang

Nityanshu Kumar
Polymer Science
B .Tech ., Indian Institute of Technology 
Roorkee, India
Dissertation: “Mechanics and 
Dynamics of Underwater Elastic 
Contacts ”
Adviser: Dr . Ali Dhinojwala

Daniel K. Kye
Polymer Engineering
B .S ., Purdue University
Dissertation: “Towards Designing 
of Polymeric Latent Humidity 
Sensors”
Adviser: Dr . Kevin Cavicchi

nineteen

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees (cont .)

twenty

Alankar Rastogi
Polymer Science
B .Tech ., Indian Institute of Technology, 
Delhi
Dissertation: “Structural and 
Thermodynamic Properties of 
Soft Materials at Interfaces: 
Combining Experimental and 
Simulation Techniques”
Advisers: Dr . Ali Dhinojwala and 
Dr . Mesfin Tsige

Musaab Saeed
Engineering – Electrical
M .S ., The University of Akron;  
B .S ., University of Khartoum, Sudan
Dissertation: “Practical Models 
for Diffusion-Based Molecular 
Communication Systems”
Adviser: Dr . Hamid Bahrami

Lizeth Johana Sanchez 
Camacho

Engineering – Chemical
M .S ., The University of Akron;  
B .S ., Industrial University of Santander
Dissertation: “Study of the 
Corrosion and Cracking 
Susceptibility of Low Carbon 
Steels under Cathodic Protection 
with AC Interference”
Adviser: Dr . Hongbo Cong

Nathan D. Schmitz
Polymer Science
M .S ., Cleveland State University;  
B .S ., University of Wisconsin
Dissertation: “Novel Modifica-
tions of Styrene-Butadiene and 
Isoprene Rubber”
Adviser: Dr . Li Jia

Joshua C. Seylar
Polymer Engineering
B .S ., University of Tennessee 
Dissertation: “Scalable Synthesis 
of Helicenes: Enabling the 
Application of Helicenes to Next-
Generation Materials”
Adviser: Dr . Ruel McKenzie

Ahsanul Kabir Sumon
Engineering – Chemical
B .S ., Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology
Dissertation: “Development of 
Fungi-Enabled Self-Healing 
Concrete: Strain Screening 
Protocol, Protection Design, and 
Spore Production”
Adviser: Dr . Lu-Kwang Ju

Daria S. Lazarenko
Polymer Engineering
B .S ., Saint Petersburg State University, 
Russia
Dissertation: “Understanding the 
Bulk and Interfacial Behavior of 
Ionic Liquid-Containing Fluids”
Adviser: Dr . Fardin Khabaz

Suresh Tanaji Narute
Polymer Engineering
B .S ., Institute of Chemical Technology, 
Mumbai, India 
Dissertation: “Highly Ion 
Conductive Polymer Electrolyte 
Networks for Energy Storage 
Applications”
Adviser: Dr . Thein Kyu

Nathaniel A. Orndorf
Polymer Science
B .S ., Grand Valley State University
Dissertation: “The Structure and 
Adhesion of Ice next to Polymer 
Surfaces”
Adviser: Dr . Ali Dhinojwala

Anvay A. Patil
Polymer Science
B .Tech ., Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Mumbai, India
Dissertation: “Structural Color 
Production in Melanin-Based 
Amorphous Colloidal Assemblies”
Adviser: Dr . Ali Dhinojwala

Alessandro Perego
Polymer Engineering
B .S ., Brigham Young University
Dissertation: “Microscopic 
Dynamics and Rheology of 
Vitrimers using Hybrid Molecular 
Dynamics and Monte Carlo 
Simulations”
Adviser: Dr . Fardin Khabaz

Mohammad Arifur Rahman
Engineering – Electrical
B .S ., Bangladesh University of 
Engineering & Technology
Dissertation: “Diagnosis, Control, 
and Mitigation of Electromagnetic 
Interference in Power Conversion 
Systems”
Adviser: Dr . Yilmaz Sozer

Mengyue Sun
Polymer Science
M .A ., The University of Akron; 
B .S ., Bejing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Quantitative FTIR 
Imaging for Contact Dynamics 
Analysis”
Adviser: Dr . Hunter King

Meeta Trivedi
Polymer Engineering
M .Tech ., Indian Institute of 
Technology
Dissertation: “Towards the 
Development of Polymeric 
Materials for Solid-State Lithium-
Ion and Post-Lithium-Ion 
Technology”
Adviser: Dr . Thein Kyu

Yen-Ming Tseng
Polymer Science
M .S ., B .S ., National Tsing Hua 
University
Dissertation: “Effects of Polymer 
Compositions and Scaffold 
Surface Functionalization on 
Wound Healing”
Adviser: Dr . Abraham Joy

Apoorva Vishwakarma
Polymer Science
B .Tech ., Indian Institute of Technology, 
Roorkee
Dissertation: “Modulating 
Bacteria-Surface Interactions via 
Water-Soluble Peptidomimetic 
Polymers”
Adviser: Dr . Abraham Joy

Dong Zhang
Engineering – Chemical
M .S ., NIMTE-Chinese Academy 
of Sciences; M .E ., B .E ., Zhejiang 
University of Technology
Dissertation: “Rational Design 
of Multifunctional Polymeric 
Hydrogels”
Adviser: Dr . Jie Zheng
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doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Aaron C. Ray
Counselor Education and Supervision
M .A ., Malone University;  
B .S ., Ohio Valley University
Dissertation: “Academic 
Entitlement and Counselor 
Professional Identity as Predictors 
of Counselor Trainees’ Self-
Efficacy”
Adviser: Dr . Robert Schwartz

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

doCtor of  
nursing PraCtiCe

Matthew A. Clingman
Nursing Practice
M .S .N ., B .S .N ., South University
Dissertation: “The Effect of 
Consistent Diabetes Education 
on Type II Diabetic Adults’ Self-
Management, Knowledge, and 
Hemoglobin A1c Levels in the 
Primary Care Setting”
Advisers: Dr . Lisa Hart and 
Dr . Connie Chronister

Elizabeth A. Davis Walker
Nursing Practice
B .S .N ., The University of Akron
Dissertation “Effects of an 
Evidence-Based Practice Tobacco 
Cessation Protocol in a Managed 
Care Setting”
Adviser: Dr . Linda Shanks

Sarah R. Milligan
Nursing Practice
M .S .N . and B .S .N ., Case Western 
Reserve University
Dissertation: “Ultrasound Guided 
Arterial Line Placement in the 
Perioperative Period: A Quality 
Improvement Project”
Adviser: Dr . Sheau-Huey Chiu

Meredith L. Pressnell
Nursing Practice
M .S .N ., The University of Akron; 
B .S .N ., Ashland University
Dissertation: “The Relationship 
of Continuity of Care on Post-
Bariatric Surgical Weight Loss”
Adviser: Dr . Lori Kidd

Lynn A. Stackhouse
Nursing Practice
M .S .N ., University of Toledo;  
B .S .N ., Bowling Green State 
University; A .D .N ., Lorain Community 
College
Dissertation: “Predictors 
of 30-Day Heart Failure 
Readmissions”
Adviser: Dr . Diane Christensen

Ashley N. Summers
Nursing Practice
B .S .N ., M .S .N ., The University 
of Akron
Dissertation: “The Use of an 
Adult Cardiac Surgery Extubation 
Pathway: Exploring Extubation 
Times and Outcomes”
Adviser: Dr . Linda Shanks

twenty-one

UA Fall 2022 Commencement-FINAL.indd   21 11/30/22   12:31 PM



twenty-two

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

master of sCienCe
Taylor C . Burgess

Computer Science – Accelerated
Mohan Chimata

Computer Science
Nikhil Khandelwal

Computer Science
Sai Jyothi Ongole

Computer Science
Ravi Schwartz

Polymer Science
Ziqi Yi

Polymer Science

master of sCienCe 
in BiomediCal 
engineering
Hannah M . Combs

master of sCienCe in 
ChemiCal engineering
Mitchell R . Valaitis

master of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering
Laura A . Davila Garcia
Mohammad G . Farash
Asif I . Khawaja
Justin S . Rorar

master of sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal and 
ComPuter engineering
Sejuti Banik
Anthony R . Batey
Israel O . Koiku
Niccolo D . Lemonis
William Myers
Nicholas M . Seifert

master of sCienCe  
in engineering
Nicholas A . Penix
Aaron W . Urban

master of sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering
Mohammed A . Alqahtani
Badr Alshammari
Omar D . Asbun
Michael J . Carano
Emily V . Matz
Kelvin X . Tsagli

master of sCienCe  
in Polymer engineering
Xiongyu Luo
Nilay G . Shah

master of  
Polymer sCienCe and 
Polymer engineering
Harish Gudi

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

master of arts
Kobi A . Bryant

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Re’Ana C . Dixon

Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Jennifer L . Dobos
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Sam E . Graber
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Brittney Michelle Guilmette
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

David C . Hanna
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Allison L . Jacomin
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Nicholas S . Karageorge
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Samantha L . Kitchen
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Jennifer M . Laeng
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Deana M . Miles
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Scott B . Miller
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Emeka Obinnakwelu Jr .
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Heather N . Perry
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Stephanie N . Powell
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Mina Sakamoto
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Andrea E . Vretas
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Elizabeth Innes Wood Wagner
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Alexandria Wick
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Master of Arts in Education
Bridget M . Karboski

School Counseling
Marc L . Smith

School Counseling
Martina M . Weems

School Counseling

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 
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master of arts in 
sPeeCh – language 
Pathology
Tara M . Andreae
Scott Archibald
Sidney P . Bontrager
Cashina C . Cowan Rodriguez
Theresa A . Duff
Kelly J . Harrington
Kacie M . La Forest
Amy J . Navarasala
Tessa B . Nelson
Viva I . Pannor-Brown
Karen E . Petter
Allison C . Reece
Madeline A . Smeaton
Tess M . Standaert
Abigail J . Teske
Tara Troastle
Brandy L . VanWinkle
Dorothee Veit-Murray

master of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Nicholas D . Atkinson

Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Melany Melina Sesto
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

master of sCienCe  
in nursing
Scott D . Anderson

Nursing Anesthesia
Sarah S . Anstine

Nursing Anesthesia
James N . Bardin

Nursing Anesthesia
Maria Baytosh

Nursing Anesthesia
Garrett L . Bennett

Nursing Anesthesia
Brandon R . Blythe

Nursing Anesthesia
Andie M . Bonamer

Nursing Anesthesia
Jordan Boss

Nursing Anesthesia
Lauren Bricker

Nursing Anesthesia
Cullin J . Brinning

Nursing Anesthesia
Nicholas B . Carrick

Nursing Anesthesia
Alec A . Caruso II

Nursing Anesthesia
Drew Conlee

Nursing Anesthesia
Christopher R . Davis

Nursing Anesthesia
Kathleen M . Davis

Nursing Anesthesia
Melinda K . Epling

Nursing Anesthesia
Kristen B . Faricellie

Nursing Anesthesia
Leah Halloran

Nursing Anesthesia
Matthew J . Harlow

Nursing Anesthesia
Ryan W . Henry

Nursing Anesthesia
Joe A . Janis

Nursing Anesthesia
Clay W . Kingan

Nursing Anesthesia

Caleb M . McGuire
Nursing Anesthesia

Laura A . McKeighen
Nursing Anesthesia

Brock M . Minor
Nursing Anesthesia

Jonathan K . Moore
Nursing Anesthesia

Bakhtiyor T . Muminov
Nursing Anesthesia

Kara D . Norcia
Nursing Anesthesia

Kylie N . Perkins
Nursing Anesthesia

Blake C . Pinchbeck
Nursing Anesthesia

Brian C . Rantael
Nursing Anesthesia

Monica J . Reeves
Nursing Anesthesia

Karim C . Sayage
Nursing Anesthesia

Nichole L . Schaefer
Nursing Anesthesia

Sophia H . Simone
Nursing Anesthesia

Tabitha A . Smith
Nursing Anesthesia

Jonathan T . Soucek
Nursing Anesthesia

Cory A . Tepus
Adult Gerontological Health 
Nurse Practitioner

Shianne N . Witherow-Myers
Nursing Anesthesia

Emily R . Zoellner
Nursing Anesthesia

master of soCial work
Norman James Cerny Jr .
Allen D . Fritz

twenty-three
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twenty-four

BaChelor of sCienCe in 
ComPuter information 
systems
Basil M . Alfraiheen

Cum Laude
Lawrence R . Anderson III
Evan W . Bishop

With Distinction
Christian A . Calo

With Distinction
Tzviah Dank

Magna Cum Laude
Johnathon M . Davidson
Johnathon W . Harvey
Eric M . Howe

Summa Cum Laude
Evan D . Kern
Nathan A . Luggelle
Jacob R . Nutting

Cum Laude
Ibrahim O . Oladimeji
Andrew P . Ozanich
Austin A . Pena
Robert A . Pereira
Jackson T . Richards
Lane A . Sidner

Cum Laude
Andrew C . Silvis

Summa Cum Laude
Jared Stanley

Cum Laude
Jason M . Stopar
Nicholas Z . Tirpak
Jared E . Tomlinson

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Dominick S . Trevino
Alex Walker
Dylan Woodcock

With Distinction

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in ComPuter sCienCe
Michael Y . Ameteku

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Graham L . Campbell
Ahmed Y . Darwich

With Highest Distinction
Madeline E . Gesquiere
Buddhi Ghimire
Chandler F . Lofland
Joseph S . Marella
Nicholas L . Miller

Cum Laude
Ken Mills

With High Distinction
Zachary T . Pallotta

Cum Laude
Harvey R . Petersen

Cum Laude
Justin R . Planovsky

Summa Cum Laude
Matthew R . Sluder
Michael J . Tucholski
Sean Watson

Magna Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in ConstruCtion 
engineering 
teChnology
Daniel Ash
Samuel J . Baltzly
Benjamin Burke
Zachary Burke
Frank R . Falcone
Lukas Gilbert
Victoria Hite
Johnathon S . Klein

Summa Cum Laude
Neshaunda J . Lockett
Michael T . Mundy

Summa Cum Laude
Logan F . O’Neil Sr .
Ian M . Oros

Cum Laude
Andrew G . Pastir
Benjamin T . Podnar
Logan P . Povich
Brydan G . Rahrig
Joshua Sean Rawson
Tanner J . Voiers

Cum Laude
Roger K . Wells Jr .

Cum Laude
Timothy Wright

BaChelor of sCienCe in 
Corrosion engineering
Jamison M . Molody

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in aerosPaCe systems 
engineering
Anthony M . Settlemier

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Caleb A . Townsend
Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Ci Qiang Zheng
Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in automated 
manufaCturing 
engineering 
teChnology
Michael A . Dudich

Magna Cum Laude
Jacob M . Godby Sr .
Joseph M . Harr
Jonathan A . Hussing
Matthew Kitko

With Distinction
Alexander P . Vue

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering
Kevin A . Dickon
Antonio L . Simoni
Brandon T . Verardi

Cum Laude
Trevor J . Wood

Cum Laude

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
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BaChelor of sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal 
and eleCtroniC 
engineering 
teChnology
Austin X . Bleininger

With Highest Distinction
Rilouvinnx Isaac
Riley A . Restorick

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering
Abdullah H . Almutair
Garrett J . Best
Alex B . Chiples
Jeramie Cooper
Kayla J . Dremann
Andrew R . Duff

Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Jacob M . Eveleth
Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Hunter S . Fuhrer-Hostutler
Sean Haggarty
Edward P . Harhager
David J . Held

Magna Cum Laude
Ryan G . Hosso
Chidubem F . Igweagu

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Douglas A . Indermuhle
Benjamin C . Kasper

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Paul M . Lindemann
Cum Laude

Brennan R . Lindsay
Ethan R . Loeb
Nicholas W . Luther
William J . Mccullough

Magna Cum Laude
Jason McLean
James A . Murray
Joel Proben

Cum Laude
Christian H . Reilly

Cum Laude
Thomas K . Scheu

Magna Cum Laude
Abigail J . Steineman

Magna Cum Laude
Ian C . Stober

Cum Laude
Li X . Zheng

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering 
teChnology
Trent W . Beer
Devin Dunn
Adam R . Hinkle
Raymond N . Kovalchick
Sylwester A . Robakowski

BaChelor of sCienCe in 
surveying and maPPing
Ryan D . Turner

Summa Cum Laude

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

BaChelor of arts
Alexis Adams

Cum Laude
Riley R . Alchier
Baylee Gilchrist

Magna Cum Laude
Sydney K . Nikodem

Magna Cum Laude
Madison P . Oldfield

Magna Cum Laude

BaChelor of arts 
in Child and family 
develoPment
Kayla Amari Louise Brewer
Alyssa P . Gohlke-Lee
Madalyn M . Morse

Summa Cum Laude
Giavonnie Joyce Ann Noel Lee
Alexandria A . Peoples

Summa Cum Laude
Kayla Prinkleton
Nina E . Starks
Celina Thomas

Cum Laude
Madeline A . Wallace

BaChelor of arts/
soCial work
Lisa C . Bake
Shirley M . Banks

With Highest Distinction
Lillie Nicole Barker

Cum Laude
Julie R . Beachy

Summa Cum Laude
Hannah Fenstemaker

With Highest Distinction
Jennifer Kay Franczak
Victoria L . Furin

Cum Laude
Distinguished Student

Sydney D . Haines
Mary E . Hooper

With High Distinction
Casandra A . Huggins

With High Distinction
Toni L . Jones

Magna Cum Laude
Jason D . Jordan
Madison S . Lance
Olivia Laws

Summa Cum Laude
Rickyah A . Minard

Cum Laude
Taylor M . Nicholson
Nicole D . Perkins
Jackie L . Wiley

Magna Cum Laude

twenty-five
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twenty-six

BaChelor of arts  
in sPeeCh – language 
Pathology and 
audiology
Emily A . Clemson

Summa Cum Laude
Clare K . Laffin

Summa Cum Laude
Angelena Grace Mazzolini

Summa Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe
John A . Krochka
Kelly J . Lacko

Cum Laude
Melissa M . Langford

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in allied healthCare 
administration
Tabitha Y . Boakye
Kasey B . Collins
Jordan M . James
Patience Midzi
Efficencial Muah

BaChelor of sCienCe in 
ComPuter information 
systems
Julia Lynn Neil

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Reginald R . Corner
Jordan C . Daniels
Kayla L . Glancy
Jacob R . Gmerek
Alexander J . Huffman

Cum Laude
Morgan M . Jankowski

Summa Cum Laude
Brian J . Kiel
Jalen A . Knight
William T . Portman Jr .
Kyle J . Romenick
Derek T . Schumacher
Ronald J . Shaffer
Eve C . Steiger

Summa Cum Laude
Dominick J . Swindall

Magna Cum Laude
Nazir-JamalP . Sy
Jared A . Twitty

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in emergenCy 
management and 
homeland seCurity
Kyle B . Bauman

Summa Cum Laude
Maxwell C . Davis
Justin D . Flack

Magna Cum Laude
Emma Harrison

Magna Cum Laude
Zachary M . Hudson

Magna Cum Laude
Alex May
Jacob E . Mccory II
Colin A . Nolte
Damon J . Parmenter

With High Distinction
Jesse Regan

Cum Laude
Antonio J . Remedios
Carson A . Wasco
Sydney Yonally

Magna Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in exerCise sCienCe
Sydney A . Bowman

Summa Cum Laude
Olivia M . Carder

Summa Cum Laude
Sean D . Conroy Jr .

Cum Laude
Joey Coudriet

Cum Laude
Nicholas Dottore
Ryan A . Feora

Cum Laude
Sydney Franklin

Cum Laude
Brittany C . Goldinger
Jonathan M . Harter
Austin T . Johnson

Magna Cum Laude
Hawa Kabia
Tommie E . Kurtz

Cum Laude
Paije Lewis
Morgan A . Manning
Ava E . Sabo
Allyson M . Swider
Brooke L . Tipton

Magna Cum Laude
Rachael L . Ward

Summa Cum Laude

BaChelor of 
sCienCe in food and 
environmental 
nutrition
Chyann M . Farlin

Magna Cum Laude 
Jessica A . Wainilko

With Highest Distinction

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in nursing
Nicholas E . Alvarez

Cum Laude
Marianne Bucar
Alexander S . Camacho

With High Distinction
Beth Carter
Gift T . Chikumbu

With Distinction
Lauryn B . Clark

Cum Laude
Cademon Cook
Laura R . Cox
Kari Crilow

Summa Cum Laude
Jillian Dennison

Summa Cum Laude
Bethelhem Dukamo
April Nicole Fatica
Tyler Fenton

Summa Cum Laude
Lauren R . Frigyes

Summa Cum Laude
Autumn Furniss

Magna Cum Laude
Marie E . Getzlaff

Cum Laude
Kelsey Jane Haines

Cum Laude
Rachel K . Hinkle

With Highest Distinction
Isaiah T . Hunter
Carly R . Ingram

Magna Cum Laude
Amber F . Kandel

With Distinction
Xun Kang
Amber Liddington
Alexis M . Malish
JuliAnna Miller
Selina Moccia

With Highest Distinction
Megan Munyon

Summa Cum Laude
Curtis G . Perry
Jacqueline Petrak

With Highest Distinction
Alena Plaga

With Highest Distinction
Kristie C . Ramjit
Holly S . Sandison

Summa Cum Laude
Lilly E . Smucker
Vitaliy Smuk
Candence R . Stopka

Cum Laude
Betty Vang
Sharon E . Williams
Chloe A . Wise
Jordan Zimmerman-Rincon

With High Distinction

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont .)
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College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

assoCiate of  
aPPlied Business in 
ComPuter information 
systems
Riyadh Abdulmonem A Alnasser
Travis M . Brown

With Distinction
Anthony C . Di Salvo
Grant Gingerich

With Distinction
Steven C . Holland
Adam S . McClure
Nicholas M . Morgan
Austin A . Pena
Brian A . Smith

assoCiate of 
aPPlied sCienCe 
in ConstruCtion 
engineering 
teChnology
Daniel Ash
Samuel J . Baltzly
Benjamin Burke
Halley M . Deorio
Bradley R . Dieterich
Frank R . Falcone
Lukas Gilbert
Victoria Hite
Johnathon S . Klein

With Highest Distinction
Neshaunda J . Lockett
Ian M . Oros

With Distinction
Logan P . Povich
Joshua Sean Rawson
Austin P . Shepherd

With Distinction
Tanner J . Voiers

With Distinction
Roger K . Wells Jr .

With Distinction

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal 
and eleCtroniC 
engineering 
teChnology
Caleb R . Groves

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe in 
land surveying
Cole E . Devinney
Nicholas Green
Dalton R . Lott Jr .
Kimberly Morgan

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe 
in advanCed 
manufaCturing 
engineering 
teChnology
Alyssa B . Anderson
Rosemarie Daley

With Highest Distinction
Michael A . Dudich

With High Distinction
Joseph M . Harr
Evan D . Jenson
Alexander P . Vue

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering 
teChnology
Cameron G . Collins

With Distinction
Jake M . Hanich

With High Distinction
Arthur Hart
Mitchell D . Haugh
Carter Kuwatch
Trey R . Weber

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe in 
emergenCy mediCal 
serviCes teChnology
Alex Bakita

With Distinction
Alexander T . Eiben
Kyle A . Fogle
Emma Harrison

With High Distinction
Nolan E . Jones

With Distinction
Makena M . Talbot
Colin R . Wilson

With Distinction

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe  
in fire ProteCtion 
teChnology
Kyle B . Bauman

With Highest Distinction
Jeffrey Bolin

With High Distinction
Rhandy W . Grainger

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe in 
mediCal assisting 
teChnology
Desheia M . Herring

twenty-seven

Candidates for Associate Degrees
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twenty-eight

 Recognition of the 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

Established in 1918

The following cadets are commissioned as Second Lieutenants on December 10, 2022:

united states army

Joseph M . Morris
Jared Stanley

This program is not an official graduation list . 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes  
prevent inclusion of candidates names, or may result in the use of names of persons not  completing  graduation 
requirements . All honors indicated in this program are tentative . Official degree honors for diplomas and 
 transcripts will be determined after final grades are reported . This printed  program, therefore, should not 
be used to  dete rmine a student’s  academic or degree status . The University’s official registry for  conferral of 
degrees is the student’s  permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University Registrar, Simmons 
Hall, Akron, OH 44325-6208 .

Commencement Photos
Order commencement photos online at www .gradimages .com .

Enter your Last Name, School and Graduation Year from the dropdown menu . If you need  
additional assistance, please call GradImages customer service department at 800-261-2576 or  
email giservice@gradimages .net .
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 .Statue of John R . Buchtel

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.
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The Alma Mater

  Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first  person to assume 
the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as  president and as a trustee of the 
institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Adviser: Dr. Church understood the 
importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently on projects to successfully 
link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing city. During his presidency, 
Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).
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The Akron Blue and Gold

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly popular band, “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians.” 
In response to a request from the University’s  student newspaper, Waring wrote “a distinctive song” for 
The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his nBc hookup on November 17, 1939, and 
has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.
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The University of Akron: A Proud Tradition

OThe Ohio Universalist Convention established a small liberal  
arts college in Akron in 1870 and named it after one of the city’s 
prominent industrialists, John R . Buchtel . It was Buchtel who led a 

group of 100 individuals and 13 businesses in a fundraising campaign to build 
the college . On July 4, 1871, thousands of citizens turned out to witness the 
results of that initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was 
laid for a single but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College .

Both a visionary and pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any 
city is closely tied to the proximity of a high-quality institution of higher 
education . Decades of progress, both for the city and for the college he 
helped to launch, have proven him right . 

Today, The University of Akron continues to invigorate the region,  
providing top-ranked and in-demand degree programs ranging from 
associate through doctoral degrees in the liberal arts, sciences, health care, 
engineering, business, law, education and more . Students gain real-world 
experience through internships, co-ops, study abroad and other career-
focused learning opportunities . 

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and classified at the 
highest level as a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting institution, the 
University serves students from all over the country and world through 
five degree-granting colleges and a School of Law on the main campus and 
through satellite campuses in Lakewood, Medina and Orrville . Today, more 
than 179,000 of its alumni live and work around the globe .

The University of Akron Celebrates 150 Years

When John R . Buchtel saw the cornerstone laid for Buchtel College,  
he pledged that the new school, built on a hilltop overlooking Akron,  
would bring honor and pride to the city and state . Over the next 150 years, 
The University of Akron kept and exceeded the promise of its founder, 
rising to become one of Ohio’s most influential public urban research 
 universities .

Among its many achievements, the University was the first in the world  
to offer courses in rubber chemistry . It pioneered one of the country’s  
first engineering co-op programs, which remains a national model . In  
World War II, the U .S . government called upon the University to help 
develop synthetic rubber for the Allied forces . When the rubber industry 
declined, the University rose to new heights of innovation, leading the world 
in polymer science and polymer engineering . 

Today, the University continues to rise, advancing research and knowledge 
in engineering, business, health care, the arts and sciences, education and 
law . It continues to uplift the region through hundreds of partnerships with 
business, industry, academia and government . It continues to produce leaders 
who, joining a proud community of more than 170,000 alumni, are making a 
difference throughout the world . 

It continues to keep its founder’s promise .
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